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Summary: Germany has never been known officially as a country of immigrants, while - de facto – millions of its habitants today are of foreign descent, changing arguably the face of the country. The course examines the historical, economic, legal and cultural transformations associated with various migrations generating often fervent public debates – from the recruitment of contract workers in the 1950s to the refugee crisis in 2015 and beyond. Furthermore, it focuses on issues raised by contemporary migration dynamics such as integration challenges as well as the role of the nation state, the emergence of diasporas and their relevance for domestic and foreign policy. 

Assignments
1. Three Exercises (20 %)
Send a link to a news item about migration to Germany and a short paragraph explaining why it caught your interest (first two weeks), being responsible for the “news of the week” once during the semester. Summary of an article. 
2. Presentation
Oral presentation (30% of the final grade). 
3. Final paper 
The final paper will be 2500 words (not including bibliography). The bibliography will include at least 3 items from the syllabus. (50% of the final grade).
4. Required reading of the listed articles. 

Dates of classes and required readings

22.10.2025 
1) Introduction: Is there a German dream? Or what makes migration to Germany special.
Klaus J. Bade (1995) “From Emigration to Immigration: The German Experience in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries”. Central European History, Vol. 28, No. 4, pp. 507-535.

29.10.2025
2) Newcomers from the South of Europe: Guest workers from Turkey, Greece and Italy 
Rita Chin (2007), Introduction, in: The Guest Worker Question in Postwar Germany,
Optional reading: Şebnem Eroğlu (2018) Trapped in small business? An investigation of three generations of migrants from Turkey to Western Europe, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44:7, 1214-1232,


5.11.2025
3) Who belongs? From Ethnic to Civic Nation

8 min watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miy-Ce8HeIU

Christiane Froehlich, 2023, Migration as Crisis? German Migration Discourse at Critical Points of Nation-Building, American Behavioral Scientist 1–22. 


12.11. 2025 
4)  The “refugee crisis” 2015 – from “refugees welcome” to “migrants unwelcome”
Ludger Pries, (2020) “We will Manage It” – Did Chancellor Merkel's Dictum Increase or Even Cause the Refugee Movement in 2015? International Migration published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of International Organization for Migration, Vol. 58 (5). 

Optional reading: Herbert Brücker, Yuliya Kosyakova and Ehsan Vallizadeh “Has there been a “refugee crisis”? New insights on the recent refugee arrivals in Germany and their integration prospects”, SozW, 73 (1) 2022, 24 – 53. 


19.11.2025
5)  Theoretical approaches in migration studies, transnationalism, integration models, methodological nationalism  
H. de Haas, (2021) A theory of migration: the aspirations-capabilities framework. CMS 9, 8. 
Optional reading: Roger Waldinger (2017) A cross-border perspective on migration: beyond the assimilation/transnationalism debate, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 43:1,

26.11.2025
6) Challenges of integration 
Isabelle Hertner (2021): Germany as ‘a country of integration’? The CDU/ CSU’s policies and discourses on immigration during Angela Merkel’s Chancellorship, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.
Optional reading: Jan-Philip Steinmann (2019) “The paradox of integration: why do higher educated new immigrants perceive more discrimination in Germany?, Journal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies, 45:9, 1377-1400.

3.12.2025 
7)  Reactive ethnicity among third generation migrants  
Guest lecturer: Dr. Zeynep Altundag
Çetin Çelik (2015) “‘Having a German passport will not make me German’: reactive ethnicity and oppositional identity among disadvantaged male Turkish second-generation youth in Germany”, Ethnic and Racial Studies,

10.12.2025  
8) Freedom of Religion or Freedom from Religion: Who has to adjust to whom?

Fabian Spengler (2019) Sharʿī norms and German Schools: Court Challenges to Participation in Swimming Lessons, School Trips and Sex Education, Islam and Christian–Muslim Relations, 30:3, 363-382,
Optional reading: Ruud Koopmans (2018) Cultural Rights of Native Majorities between Universalism and Minority Rights. 


17.12.25 
9)  Migrating into a past: “The Holocaust is not my narrative”.
Sina Arnold and Jana König (2019) ’One Million Antisemites?’ Attitudes toward Jews, the Holocaust, and Israel. An Anthropological Study of Refugees in Contemporary Germany Antisemitism Studies, Vol. 3, No. 1, pp. 4-45

31.12. 2026
11)  Inner-German affairs – the East/West exodus - and foreign migration to the GDR

“She leaves, he stays? Sex-selective migration in rural East Germany”, Tim Leibert, T. Leibert / Journal of Rural Studies 43 (2016) P.267-279. 
Bösch, Frank; Su, Phi Hong (2018) : Invisible, successful, and divided Vietnamese in Germany since the late 1970s, WIDER Working Paper, No. 2018/15, ISBN 978-92-9256-457-5, The United Nations University World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER), Helsinki

7.1.2026
12) Returning “diaspora”: the resettlement of Ethnic Germans 
“Insecure Belongings: A Family of Ethnic Germans from the Former Soviet Union in Germany” Jana Ballenthien& Corinne Büching, (2009).

“Integration and Ethnic Similarities”, in: One Word Shapes a Nation, Integration Politics in Germany, Johanna Schuster-Craig (2024), Toronto Press. P.107-125,

14.1.26  
13)  CONFERENCE EUROPEAN STUDIES (Mishkenot Shaananim). 

21.1.2026
14)  Jewish postwar migration to Germany:  Jews from the former Soviet Union in Germany, Israelis in Berlin.
Larissa Remennick (2005) ‘Idealists Headed to Israel, Pragmatics Chose Europe’: Identity Dilemmas and Social Incorporation among Former Soviet Jews who Migrated to Germany, Immigrants and Minorities, 23:1, 30-58. 















