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School

While many of the children of the liberal Jews attended the non-Jewish general school, the orthodox community had an educational establishment of its own: the Israelitische Realschule. This school was first established in the 1830s, following the emancipation. Its importance, beyond the mandatory education and the knowledge acquired, was its ability to provide matriculation certificates, which by law allowed for a shortened military service - 1 year instead of 3. The shorter service was critical for the ability of many young Jews to preserve their way of life, because it was all but impossible to serve in the army 3 full years, and remain an observant Jew.

________P.20_________
When the school was founded, in 1836, there were no religious academic teachers to teach the general subjects, so the ministry of education did not grant the school recognition. To overcome this problem, the community chose a child and arranged for his appropriate schooling, from elementary school to university, until he finished the necessary academic requirements. That graduate became the first teacher in the school, and with the accredited academic achievements needed, the school was granted recognition in the 1860s.

As chairman of the "Chorev" educational institutions, I had endless arguments with Mayor Teddy Kolek, regarding the municipal support in allocating appropriate buildings for the "Chorev" schools. In one of our meetings, part of a debate that lasted "merely" 17 years I said to him: "If my community in Fuerth succeeded in overcoming the German emperor, we can overcome you too", and indeed, so it came to be.

Beyond the governmental accreditation of the school's diploma, it received no support. The parents of the pupils bared all the educational expenses on their own.

In my days, the school included a kindergarten, four elementary school grades, and six high school grades - 10 years in total, which were the minimum requirement to have the military service shortened for the graduates. In Hamburg and other cities there were 3 higher classes, required for acceptance into academic institutions. The school populated 400 children, and all the teachers were university graduates.

In the morning general subjects were learned, in co-ed classes, and in the afternoon the boys studied religious studies, while the girls learned home economics, handcrafts and Jewish education.

Many of the graduates continued their studies at the Frankfurt Yeshivah.
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Orthodox children came not only from Fuerth, but from Nürnberg and the surrounding areas as well. Elsewhere, the only possibility to obtain a high school diploma was by attending a non-Jewish school. Besides the obvious problem of negative religious influence, there was the problem of mandatory attendance on Saturdays and Jewish holidays. Some of the exams took place on Saturdays, causing problems to observant Jews who refused to write on Saturday. 
Amongst the famous teachers in the school, was my beloved educator Rabbi Adolf Kohen, who was a great influence on my path. Rabbi Kohen studied at the "Beit Josef Zvi" religious institute in Hungary, and after the Fuerth School was terminated he immigrated to England, where he established the renowned girls' seminary in Geitshead. 

One of the schools' graduates was Henri Kissinger, who later in life was the USA's secretary of state. Kissinger, who was a lapsed observant orthodox Jew, is quoted in an Ezra protocol as saying: "The land of Israel without Tora, is like a body lacking a soul".

The school operated until the bitter end in 1939. Its last manager was Dr. Frager who managed to escape to England with his family at the last moment.

In conclusion, it can be said that the Fuerth community, which put the social and educational needs of its members at the top priority – was the leader of all Jews in Bavaria, and rightfully called "little Jerusalem".  
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Contemporary Jewish Fuerth

Hundreds of thousands of Jews live today in Germany. In Munich, where some 55,000 Jews live, the German government built a new synagogue in the same place the liberal synagogue used to stand.

About 800 Jews live today in Fuerth, most of them from Russia, and others from the former communist East Germany. The majority of the community are non-orthodox, and congregational prayers are held in the only remaining synagogue (the one in the orphanage, which was not burned down by the Nazis) only on Saturdays and festivals.

Right after the war, Rabbi Sapira, a judge in the last rabbinical court in Warsaw before the war, served as the Rabbi of Fuerth. After 25 years in that position, he immigrated to Israel, and died in Bnei Brak. Recently the chief rabbi was the Swiss born Rabbi Wormser (Today he holds the position of chief rabbi of Württemberg).

On a roots trip I took with my children in 1991, we met Mrs. Nayomi Bluma, an orthodox Jewish convert, who was chosen as chairman of the Jewish community in Fuerth. In this capacity she promoted many Jewish affairs, after indexing the gravestones in the old cemetery, described the history of the "Eruv" in Fuerth, arranged for a thorough restoration of the funeral house and recently described the history of the Jewish orphanage. All this, besides the many other issues she successfully performs.

During our trip in 1991, she provided for us kosher food from Frankfurt or Munich, since it was not available locally.

As a result of her many activities, she is a specialist in the field of Jewish genealogy in Fuerth.

