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1. Course Rationale and Goals

2. Syllabus: contents, classes, assignments. 

3. Why and how to research?

4. Next class

Structure of the Class
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Why a Course on Research 
Methods in European 

Studies?
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Why and how to research?
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• Behavior of leaders(political) 

• Behavior of individuals

• Government policies

• Institutes 

• Movements and organizations

• Countries

• Interactions between these players.
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Research political phenomena based on:
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• Research that makes claims about how the world works 

and substantiates these claims with evidence.

• Locating a topic/phenomenon that we are interested in 

researching

• Decision on research strategy (how will we investigate? 

where? with what data?)

• Gathering the necessary data

• Analyzing the data we collected
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Empirical Research



Syllabus: contents, classes, 
assignments. 
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• 20% class participation [attendance requirement 80%]. 

• 20% assignments. 

• 30% presentation of project. 

• 30% research project.
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Grading



Next class
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• Lesson 2) What do we “know” and “how” do we 

know? 

– Theory, ontology, epistemology, methodology, empirics. 

– The meaning of science (versus art?). 

– Positivism. 

– Contingency and determinism. 
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Next Class



Thanks!
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