ENLIGHTENMENT
[bookmark: _GoBack]Intro: A movement in the 18th cent. Its concept was to make every man question rulings and not let the
church tell them what to do. the philosophers portrayed this concept. Man became knowledgeable &
independent because He didn’t rely on others for knowledge.
The Characteristics for Enlightenment:
1. Individualism
2. Rationalism
3. Skepticism
4. Knowledge
5. Progress
Individualism
An individual has natural rights regardless of anything. therefore the purpose of the country is to protect the
natural rights of people. The way to protect the citizens is to create a social contract.
A social contract­ the citizens abide by the rules and the state/country protects their rights
In conclusion: an individual has the right to exist independently.
Rationalism
Rational thought to understand the world. You learn for yourself.
Skepticism
To limit the power of the church you need to separate the powers of church and state.
Dism​­ A theory believed by many philosophers that said religion is the basis for morality. Religion teaches
what is good and bad ­ and because of that religion is important.
Knowledge
Until the enlightenment, there was no new information because the knowledge was passed down from one
generation to the next. The average person had knowledge. It made people more interested in politics and
social issues. example: the first new encyclopedia that came out in 1751.
Progress
All this new knowledge gained led to advancements of science and technology. During the slow years, it
was the church that controlled the information. Progress­ is a belief that eventually life will improve in all
areas. this goes against Christianity.
Implementation of the Enlightenment
1. American Revolution
2. French Revolution
