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the Helicopters Disaster

"Monument to the Helicopter Disaster’’

, 'Where were you on 9/11?' (Twin Towers disaster) have you ever heard this
question?. So, a similar question is asked about the disaster I am about to tell you
about today—the helicopter disaster.

In 1970, the terror organization ASIF (Arab Socialist Union) moved from Jordan to
Lebanon and began carrying out attacks and acts of sabotage that reached from
southern Lebanon to northern Israel. Due to the frequent rocket attacks, Israel could
no longer remain passive. It launched an operation in Lebanon called 'Operation
Peace for the Galilee' to bring peace to the Galilee. In later days, it became known
as the 'First Lebanon War.' The fighting was tough, but the IDF managed to
penetrate deep into Lebanon.

In this war, we conquered a territory of 40 square kilometers in Lebanon, which
received the name 'Security Zone.' What does that sound like? It's an area in
southern Lebanon controlled by the IDF to ensure the security of the Galilee
residents. Instead of defending the Galilee residents within the Galilee, the IDF is
beyond the border, protecting the residents from outside.

A security strip, like a separation zone, a kind of wall bringing peace to the Galilee.
(Picture of the Security Zone) What are the advantages of the Security Zone? What
are the disadvantages?

Advantages: Helps protect residents from external threats, prevents infiltration of
terrorists, and missile attacks.

Disadvantages: Risk to soldiers, placing them in a place vulnerable to terrorist
attacks, almost like the enemy's "home."

In the Security Zone, IDF bases were established, and soldiers served there. Every
few weeks, there was a rotation of soldiers and the transfer of food and supplies to
the bases. Every fighter who needed to go to or return from the Security Zone would
board a convoy of armored vehicles that passed through the Security Zone. But, of
course, terrorist organizations seized the opportunity and began targeting the
convoys that carried tired fighters on their way home for a break and a mother's
home-cooked meal.

So, the IDF thought of a new idea—to transfer the convoys by air. And thus, the idea
of helicopters was born. Instead of sending soldiers on the ground, where they were
exposed to significant danger from terrorists, through the air, there was almost no
danger to soldiers and equipment.

The helicopter missions were carried out at night to minimize the risk of terrorist
attacks. The helicopters waited here to receive approval to cross the border and
continue towards the base in the Security Zone. When the helicopter landed at the
base, Israeli soldiers disembarked and manned the base in the strip, while the
soldiers from the strip returned home to Israel.



On February 4, 1997, Tuesday, the 27th of Shevat, two Yas'ur helicopters with 73
soldiers from camps awaited approval here to continue towards Lebanon but did not
receive it. Since the soldiers at the base in the strip were not ready (the exchange
had to be quick to remove the risk of terrorist attacks), the two helicopters waited
here for approval to depart. They circled in the air. It is still unclear to us how, but
apparently, the propeller of one helicopter hit the tail of the other helicopter, and the
two helicopters collided and crashed to the ground. One helicopter crashed here,
and the other in another settlement.

A resident from another settlement said: 'I stood by the window and looked at the
sky, just like that. Suddenly, I saw a helicopter flying low above my house, and after a
second, a big fireball.'

Both helicopters had a large amount of ammunition, which greatly intensified the
explosions. The full fuel tanks also increased the intensity of the fire and explosion.

All the soldiers on the helicopters were killed. 73 soldiers without a trace of life.

(Picture of the news)

On the helicopters were 73 soldiers, each with a family. Father, mother, little brother,
and big brother, whose memory will never fade. Soldiers from the Golan, from
Sar-El, from the Nahal. From Herzliya, from Netivot, from the Golan, from Eilat.

The disaster was heavy—one evening, 73 soldiers fell. 73 families collapsed.

The day after the disaster was declared a national day of mourning. The country was
shocked. The Chief Rabbinate called for a fast and prayer at the Western Wall.

(Show the list)

In a list found in the pocket of one of the commanders, it was discovered that one of
the soldiers, Zevulun Gilad, was supposed to board the helicopter and was removed
from the list at the last moment, and he actually survived.

I want to play a song for you: 'Nothing will hurt me.'

The song was written by Lieutenant Erez Shtark, who was the liaison officer of the
Bufor Ridge and was killed in the helicopter disaster at the age of twenty-one. He
was buried in the military section of the cemetery in Kiryat Ata. Shtark left behind a
book of poems and a diary, and in this diary was the song. In an interview with his
sister, Oshrit, published shortly before the song was released on the radio, she
claimed that the song 'appeared at the end of the notebook, and the page before it
was illustrated with his portrait and the word 'Erez.' My older brother Ilan and I found
it together and were stunned, as if he knew."

This song is often played here in the sense of mourning and loss. It is important to
me that when we hear this song, we take it to a slightly different place, to a place of
continuity.

Erez actually wrote about his father, who said that if something happened to him, life
would have no meaning for him, and there would be no reason to continue.



And I think that when we stand here today, a group of Jewish youth connected to his
Zionism, traveling and enjoying, we are actually proving to Erez's father that there is
a reason for him to live, that there is a taste for tomorrow.

I want us to take upon ourselves to bring them to life,

How can we bring to life 73 characters?

73 soldiers were different from each other, but they all were on their way to Lebanon
to protect our country.

We are in a difficult place today, but I think that if each of us can take one name of a
soldier whose life was cut short here and learn from him, we can actually 'revive'
them and give meaning to tomorrow."


